
Procession Plan for 21st June 2018

This document summarises our procession planning sessions of Monday, 
11th June and 18th June 2018.

Burials / graves of significance for the suffragist movement

There are three burials of special significance for this event.  The 
procession-performance begins at the grave of Emmeline Pankhurst, and 
the final station on the route before entering the chapel is the grave of 
Muriel Thompson, Pankhurt's chauffeur.  The grave of Ethel Smyth is 
unfortunately not on the central avenue and procession route.

Emmeline Pankhurst
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/1927/emmeline-pankhurst

Ethel Smyth
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/18570249/ethel-smyth

Muriel Thompson
http://www.ocotilloroad.com/geneal/thompson3.html#MURI1875



Procession Plan

All times are indicative and approximate.  The procession-performance 
will take around 60 minutes.

[6:00pm] All singers to congregate before the grave of Emmeline 
Pankhurst; banner initially furled and concealed

[6:05pm] Murmur, growing to commotion, of “Votes for Women!”  
Banner is unfurled and displayed in front of the grave of Emmeline 
Pankhurst

[6:10pm] Lieve stands on soap-box, delivers speech

[6:15pm] Song: “Shoulder to Shoulder”

[6:20pm] Flowers laid in symbolic gesture at Emmeline Pankhurst's 
tomb

[6:22pm] Chris gives short initial history, 1865-1897 (birth of women's 
suffrage movement 1865 in Kensington, John Stuart Mill and the 
electoral reform bills, founding of NUWSS, etc) and then gestures the 
procession onwards to 'Parliament' (the chapel)

[6:25pm] Procession marches to next station, singing “Rise Up, 
Women!” along the route

[6:33pm] Chris reprises the historical narrative 1897-1914 (founding of 
WSPU and Women's Freedom League, activism, 'cat-and-mouse act', 
Smyth)

[6:36pm] Song: “March of the Women”

[6:39pm] Procession marches to next station, the grave of Muriel 
Thompson, again singing “Rise Up, Women!” along the route

[6:45pm] Chris gives final brief historical statement, 1914-1918 (war and
the women's peace movememnt; Blake, Parry, Fawcett, Thompson; the 
1918 Representation of the People Act and the first woman MP)

[6:50pm] Introductory bars of “Jerusalem”.  Procession divides at the 
entrance to the chapel, half entering the chapel by the ramp to the left, 
half by the ramp on the right, 

[6:51pm] Song: “Jerusalem”, sung in chapel.

[6:55pm] Lieve delivers concluding speech

[7:00pm] Song: “We All Sang Bread and Roses”.  Close
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